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December News
Grade Two

· Language Arts



· Math



· Science





· Social Studies




· Gym

· Recess

LANGUAGE ARTS

Writing continues to be a regular activity in the classroom.  We are continuing to focus on descriptive writing.  In the New Year the focus will be on story writing and on non-fiction writing.  When story writing, the students will be given an opportunity to write creatively applying their knowledge of descriptive writing. The non-fiction writing includes general lists such as “to do” lists, lists of ingredients for recipes, and lists of materials for science experiments, and how to write a report.
In the New Year there will be a focus on non-fiction reading. The students will learn how to read recipes, science experiments, and non-fiction books on animals and water. The children will study text features such as an index and glossary and how they help one to read a non-fiction text.
Critical Thinking: 

Clues from the text + Schema (knowledge from their own experience) = Inference

Inferencing: Making an educated as to what the message/lesson of the story is using the above criteria. The answer is not told in the story but you use the events in the story and your own experience to explain what you think.

This is different from predicting. Predicting is using your knowledge of what just happened in the book to guess what you think will happen next in the book. When you read on you find out whether your prediction was correct or not.

Spelling Rules:

1. Bossy e – A silent e at the end of a word makes the other vowel say its own name(long sound) Example: Plat – Plate, cut-cute, hop-hope

2.When two vowels go walking, the first one does the talking. When two vowels are side by side, the first one says its own name (long sound) Example – boat, meat, pain

3. Y behaves like a vowel : 

when y is at the end of a short word it has a long i sound


Example: by or shy

When y is at the end of a long word it has a long e sound

Example: happy or sunny

4. i before e except after c, unless you hear the ay


niece, piece

    if you hear the ay sound then the e goes before the i


neighbour, weight

MATH

The next unit we will be covering is measurement. The concepts that we will be covering are:
Estimating and measuring length, height, and distance, using standard units (i.e., centimetre,metre) and non-standard units

Estimating, measuring, and recording the distance around objects, using non-standard units (Sample problem: Measure around several different doll beds using string, to see which bed is the longest around.)

Estimating, measuring, and recording area, through investigation using a variety of non-standard units
SCIENCE

The students learned about the three states of matter – liquids, solids, and gas. They enjoyed learning about the concepts through experimentations, videos, and books. They did a great job on building and testing their boats!
The next unit we will be covering in Science will be simple machines (start time in January).  
LIBRARY
The students have done a great job on remembering to bring their books back. Just a reminder that library day is on Wednesday’s.
RECESS

Please ensure that your child is dressed appropriately for outdoor recesses.  Make sure that you label everything that you send to school. The hall floors getting very wet at this time of the year and when children are changing from outdoor footwear to indoor footwear their socks can often become wet. An extra pair of socks that can be kept in their backpacks may be a good idea.
Thank you,

Tammy Harrison-Cecire

